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Abstract:
Many tests have been conducted with the tandem prusik belay and other devices and
techniques to prove capability of the device to arrest a rescue (two person) load. Most testing is
conducted with just the device or system, and without a human operator, because human
factors introduce such wide variation into the test. In fact, informal testing over the past eight
years of the tandem prusik belay and other devices with human operators has yielded such
wide results that human reaction time and human factors have been considered a liability in
many widely accepted belay techniques.
We conducted informal testing with the Petzl ASAP and a human operator during lowering
operations of loads over 200 kg. The test was designed to be as close to real world operations
with the load in motion, and with a human technician tending the belay device, as they would in
real life.

